
Partners Board Meeting 

May 7, 2019 

 

The board meeting was called to order at 0730 by Jan Weisensale. The WHA Auxiliary prayer 

was read. Roll call was taken. All were present. The secretary report was reviewed. Motion to 

approve minutes as presented made by Ginger Arms seconded by Marlene Grunow. Motion 

carried. Treasure’s report reviewed and filed for audit. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Membership: Paid membership-90 members 

 

CHE: Ellen shared an article from State Community Health Education Chair on mental health. 

Mental health is the focus this year. The importance of humor and laughter was discussed. 

Laughter decreases the levels of stress hormones, increases the activity in the parts of the brain’s 

reward system, stimulates your heart and lungs and releases endorphins- the body’s natural pain 

blockers. Tips for incorporating humor into life were shared. Ellen met with Lynn Groom about 

providing education program for community. 

 

PPE: Reminder to complete logs of calls to legislators and other activities related to advocacy. 

Discussion on Advocacy Day. 

 

Hospital Report: Mr. Sexton noted there was a record attendance at Advocacy Day with over 

1000 participants. Governor Tommy Thompson and Governor Tony Evers spoke. The 

uncooperative climate in politics was discussed. Wisconsin Medicaid has the second lowest 

reimbursement for services in the nation. Wisconsin does not participate in the Medicaid 

expansion program leaving 30,000 lives uncovered and less reimbursement for WI. Members 

attending met with Senator Schilling and Representative Oldenburg. The importance of putting 

navigators back in the system to help people understand the program would be helpful. Standing 

water continues to be a problem around the hospital. The final steps for the access to the highway 

have been implemented. The next step will be going out for project bids. The hospital sign has to 

be moved when road access issue has been resolved. 

 

Foundation: Sasha stated the date of La Derby Soiree has been changed to July 13th due to the 

high water. The theme will be the same with volunteer opportunities available. There are some 

nice auction items and more sponsorship is being pursued. The Foundation Annual meeting will 

be this Thursday night. Mary Novey will be going off the board. She was recognized at the 

Volunteer Recognition. Discussion held on volunteer opportunities at the 5K Walk/Run coming 

up May 18th. The Dr. Roger Radamacher scholarship was awarded to Abigail Berns who 

obtained her Master of Science in Nursing-Family Nurse Practitioner. Foundation is reviewing 

another application now. Sasha noted the hospital is considering holding Wellness Fair on 

September 14th. The Wellness Fair would be held in collaboration with the Public Health 

Nursing Department and ADRC. Partners were asked to sew Teddy Bears for project. The idea 

of holding a garage sale in conjunction with city wide garage sales and wellness fair was 

discussed. Partners will consider hosting the garage sale. Mental health topics will be included in 

the educational programs at the event in addition to Diabetes education. 



 

Volunteer Coordinator:  Gift shop financials were reviewed. It was noted that Partner’s copying 

expense was $21.71 which is not being charged at this point. Jessica is proof reading the Partners 

Newsletter. The newsletter committee will meet with Shawna to improve the present process. It 

was determined that an end time needs to be set for bake sales. Bake sales will be held from 9-1. 

It was suggested a sign be created that would state the purpose of the funding raised for the event 

being held. The possibility of using the blue education board for this purpose was discussed. 

There are several new items in the gift shop. Scholarship presentations reviewed MFL/Mar Mac-

Ellen, Prairie du Chien -Jane, Seneca – Jan and Boscobel-Ruth.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

1. Easter Bake Sale- Profit was $293.75. It was noted the hospital had Disaster Drill that day. 

Future bake sales will be held from 9 to 1. 

 

2. Jewelry Sale- Sale was not as lucrative as in past. Profit $273. Difficulties with vendor 

discussed. HCI will be hosting next jewelry sale. It will be a 2 day sale. Plan to evaluate this 

vendor. 

 

3. Spring District Meeting- 5 members attended the meeting. Speaker presentation focused on 

how plants help us. The state bylaws were reviewed and rewritten to be more organized. Revised 

bylaws will be voted on at State Convention. 

 

4. Committee Reassignments- Plan to review and update 

 

5. Nutman Sale- Profit $243.44 which is 15% of total sales. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Bylaw Review- Jane, Ellen and Jan will evaluate our bylaws and revise to correlate with 

State’s adopted bylaws. 

 

2. Cakes for Hospital Week- Cakes will be delivered Monday. Discussion on delivering 

cupcakes to Fennimore Clinic. Plan to call SWTC to see if they can make and deliver cupcakes. 

 

3. Geranium Sales- Geraniums to be delivered and distributed on this Friday. 

 

4. Bus trip to “Shear Madness”- The play is about a mystery that takes place in a beauty shop. 

Trip is planned for August 21st with a cost of $86 per person. All payments and registration must 

go through the gift shop. Iva has agreed to do a welcome on the bus including information about 

Partners. 

 

5. State Convention October 1-3 2019- Meeting will be held at Red Lion Paper Valley in 

Appleton. The hospital will pay for Board Officers to attend up to $2500. Partners will reimburse 

for other Board members who wish to attend. Education request must be completed for 

convention. Let Jan know if you are interested in attending. 



 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

1. Sewing Projects- Plan to add sewing committee to standing committees. Chris Foley will chair 

committee with Jane Obrien and Ginger Arms. Plan to find bigger Teddy Bear pattern. Bears 

will be sewn for the Wellness Fair. 

 

2. Garage Sale- Further discussion held on hosting the garage sale. Plan to check with Sasha to 

see who is responsible for getting rid of items not sold. Gently used clothing and other items will 

be requested. Jan and Chris will chair this event. 

 

Upcoming Events; 

 

May 10   7 am-6pm  Geranium Sale 

 

May 13   Hospital Week Cake Deliveries 

 

May 18   5-K event 

 

May 28-29  Book Fair 

 

Motion to adjourn by Ginger Arms seconded by Jeri Kluesner. Motion carried. 

 

Lights for All Seasons- Darlene Wolfgram, Dick Fernette, and Keith Kozelka 

 


